
 
  

In response to intensifying American colonial 
incursions upon the Kingdom of Hawaiʻi in the 
late nineteenth century, King Kalākaua and 
Queen Liliʻuokalani worked to strengthen their 
nation's sovereignty through international 
diplomacy and heightening the visibility of the 
Hawaiian monarchy. The women of the Kalākaua 
dynasty, including Queen Consort Kapiʻolani and 
Queen Liliʻuokalani, were especially adept in 
using textiles to communicative ends. This 
presentation examines the material politics 
through the case studies of an embroidered 
holokū (a yoked, high-necked garment) made for 
Kapiʻolani to wear at Queen Victoria’s Golden 
Jubilee (London, 1887) and Liliʻuokalani’s 
imprisonment quilt made during her eight-
month confinement in Iolani palace during 1895. 
Both objects shed light on these women’s 
expressive agency in the face of archival records 
that are frequently lacking or biased against them 
as historical figures. The multivalent nature of the 
dress and quilt speaks not only to past histories 
but also to the potential for present and future 
anti-colonial trajectories. 
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